BPNA, INC.

Executive Board Meeting

November 13, 2008

Time & Location: 7:30 – 9:00 p.m., at the home of Catherine Turrill
Members in Attendance:  Marc de la Vergne, Hal Edmonds, Sally Flory-O’Neil, Steve Rodgers, Rob Sperling & Catherine Turrill 

Guests in Attendance: Pete Bramson & Margaret Buss

1. Secretary’s Report

     The Secretary’s Report summarizing the main points of the meeting of the Executive Board of Boulevard Park Neighborhood Association, Inc., a Non Profit Mutual Benefit Corporation, held October 2, 2008, noticed via e-mail in August.  The members of the Board made no corrections or additions.  Therefore, the Board approved the minutes so presented as the official record of the October 2, 2008 meeting.    

2.  Treasurer’s Report

     Pat Cosentino, the BPNA’s Treasurer presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period from October 1 – October 31, 2008, showing the expenditures and deposits made during that period.  The Board approved the report so presented as an official record of the association’s expenditures and deposits for the period from October 1, - October 31, 2008.

3.  Parkbeat Content for December 2008

     It was agreed that articles about the following would be included in the next edition of Park Beat: 

Historic Home – Catherine Turrill & Marc de la Vergne

New & Renewing Members – Steve Rodgers

Friends of the River Bank January 1 Event – Catherine Turrill

Holiday Party Details – Catherine Turrill

General Meeting Save the Date – Sally Flory-O’Neil

Elections-Names on Bulletin Board – Rob Sperling

SOCA Events – Catherine Turrill

Midtown Business Association Holiday Lighting – Steve Rodgers

4. Park Beat Business Article Policy

It was agreed that a written policy needs to be completed which outlines the guidelines for articles to be submitted for publication in Park Beat, in order to eliminate confusion as to what is/is not appropriate in the content of these articles.  The board discussed including the following in the proposed policy:

The business should be unique to the neighborhood, not of a type previously in business;

The article should not in any way be construed to be an ad;

It should not include prices of items;

The business does not need to advertise in order to have an article written about it;

The business should be new to the neighborhood;

The business should be with in BPNA boundaries, that is between 16th and 24th Street and B and J Streets.

Also, paid ad content is up to the discretion of the ad manager and editor.

.Rob Sperling is to draw up guidelines for the approval of the board members. 
5. Noticing Board Meetings

     After discussion, it was agreed that the dates of upcoming Board Meetings would be noticed in Park Beat, so as to fulfill the noticing requirement set forth in the By-laws of the Corporation. 

6. Farmers Market on Rite Aid Site

There is some interest in having a Farmer’s Market located at the Rite Aid site on a periodic basis.  However, it was agreed, that the board would not take action on the pursuit of this matter until after the election of the 2009 board members, as there will be 2 or 3 new board members after that election.

7. Marrs II

Steve Rodgers reported that a new building will be constructed across 20th Street from Marrs, adjacent to the building which has been occupied by News & Review. It was agreed that Rob Sperling would e-mail the representative for Mike Heller, the developer of this project, regarding BPNA’s interest in determining what type of business he is considering for the site. 

8. Holiday Party, December 13

The party will be held at the home of Anne Arthur, 614 22nd Street, from 6 – 9 p.m. Catherine Turrill and Hal Edmonds are in charge of the organization of the event. Rob Sperling will be sure that tubs with ice cups, napkins, plates and cutlery are delivered prior to the party.

9. Election of BPNA Board Members for 2009

It was announced that Dave Philipp is interested in running for the board, as is Margaret Buss. Also, Tom Martens has expressed interest in running.  

10. General Membership Meeting, January 2009.

Sally Flory-O’Neil announced that the meeting would be held either on January 7 or 14, depending upon the date allocated to BPNA by staff at the Hart Center.  Unfortunately, no firm date will be given prior to December 1. Possible topics for discussion, in addition the holding of the election were discussed; Sutter’s Landing Park development was suggested as one possible topic. 

11. Board Position on Old South at Weatherstone

The application for a license to sell alcoholic beverages – wine and beer – by OSW was denied.  The owners plan to apply again at a later date.  Pete Bramson and Margaret Buss attended the meeting in order to discuss this development and determine what position the board would take should OSW reapply for a license.  It was agreed by the members of the board that it would not at this time take a position on the matter for two reasons: 1) Elections are to take place in January to elect the 2009 Board of Directors, with either 2 or 3 positions to be filled by new members, and 2) It is not possible at this time to take a position on an event which may/may not occur in the future.

12. Preservation Issues

Rob Sperling reported that the house located at 814 23rd Street, which currently serves as a half way house for approximately 15 men, will be converted to a facility for women. 

13. McKinley Village

Sally Flory-O’Neil reported that a representative from McKinley Village had inquired whether the board would like to hear a presentation about the proposed development.  It was agreed that such a presentation is not needed at this time. 

14. January Dues & Survey

It was agreed that an attempt would be made to complete the neighborhood survey previously discussed to enclose with the 2009 Dues Reminder which will be mailed in January.

.   
15. Next Board Meeting
      It was agreed that no board meeting would be held in December, unless an emergency arose that required such a meeting.  It was further agreed that the board members would communicate via e-mail prior to December 15 in order to determine article topics for January’s Park Beat.






Sally Flory-O’Neil, Secretary
